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EXCERPT FROM THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE
GOVERNMENT OF CANADA

NOVEMBER 19, 2008

Helping All Canadians Participate

“Canada is built on a promise of opportunity, the chance to work hard, raise a family
and make a better life. Today, it is more important than ever to deliver on this promise,
and ensure that all Canadians share in the promise of this land, regardless of cultural
background, gender, age, disability or official language. This Government will break
down barriers that prevent Canadians from reaching their potential.

Many working-age Canadians are faced with the dual pressure of holding down a job
and caring for their family. Increasing numbers of Canadians are taking care of elderly
parents while also raising young children. Our Government is committed to supporting
working families and helping make ends meet.

Our Government will improve the Universal Child Care Benefit and take measures to
increase access to maternity and parental benefits under Employment Insurance.

We will act to help families caring for loved ones with disabilities and to assist Canadians
buying their first home.

Some Canadians face other barriers to participation in the economy and society,
whether in the form of homelessness or debilitating illness. Our Government will extend
the Homelessness Partnering strategy and help more Canadians find affordable housing.
It will take creative measures to tackle major heart, lung and neurological diseases and
to build on the work of the Mental Health Commission.”
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